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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION 

REPORT OF Tr'E DIRECTOR CF THE BUREAU OF SAFETY IN RE 
INVESTIGATION OF AN ACCIDFtJ WH_CH OCCURRED ON 

T t C CHICAGO, ROCK ISLluiD & P ^ C I ^ I C RAILWAY 
AT SELDEil, KANSAS, ON I ^ Y 18, 1923. 

June 9 , 1923. 

To t h e Commiss ion: 

On May I S , 1 P 2 3 , t h e r e was a h e a d - e n d c o l l i s i o n 
be tween two p a s s e n g e r t r a i n s cn t n e CLu c a g o - R o c k I s l a n d 
& P a c i f i c R a i l w a y at S e l d p n , Kansas , which r e s u l t e d m 
t h e de^ tn o f one employee and i n j u r y of two p a s s e n g e r s . 

L o c a t i o n and Method of O p e r a t i o n , 

T h i s a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d on t h a t p a r t o f t h e Nebra s 
ka- To" P X a d o D i v L s i o n e x t e n d i n g be tween P h i l l i p s b u x g and 
G o d i , . r l , Kansas a d^rcance of 1 3 9 , 9 m i l e s . I n t n e 
v i c m ± L y of t h e p o i m uC a c c i d e n t t i n s i s a s i n g l e -
t r a c k l i n e o v e r ^ h i c i t r & m n a r e o p e r a t e d by t i m e - t a b l e , 
t r a i n o r d e r s . and a ma.~u.al b lock- s i g n a l sys tem. The 
p o i n t of a c c i d e n t wa r i 350 f e e t west, o f t h e e a s t p a s s i n g -
t r a c k s w i t c h at Seldpn* 4pp roa3hmg t h i s p o i n t t h e 
t r a c k i s t a n g e n t i n each d i r e c t i o n f o r more t han 1 m i l e , 
w h i l e t h e ^ r a d e i s u n d u l a t i n g , be ing 0 , 3 p e r cen t d e s 
c e n d i n g f o r westbound t r a i n s at the p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t . 
The wea ther was f o g g y at t n e t i m e o f t h e a c c i d e n t , which 
o c c u r r e d at 4 . 4 2 a, a , 

r e s c r i p t i o n 

Eas tbound p a s s e n g e r t r a m N o . 6 c o n s i s t e d of one 
m a i l c a r , one bTgpagc c a r , one c o m b i n a t i o n c a r , one 
c h a i r c a r , and s .y Pul?m?n e leeo i iug c a i s , a l l of s t e e l 
cons t a c t i o n , n a i l e d Ly ^ i g m e 9 " 3 , and. was m c h a r g e 
of Oonouctor l e / a t ^ an:1 ELi^menan Ryan, At Q.oodland 
t h e crevr i n c b ? x ^ o T e r , c ^ ^ f i a c coy o f t r a i n o rde r N o 5 4, 
p r o \ ltf! .Lg m par 1" f o i c1 m-j^t w i t h t r a m No. 39 at S e i 
del l . T i e m N o . C 1 n c - C o j l l a n l , which i s 63 ,6 m i l e s 
from Sc^dcn , 3 . i 2 a, n , ^ e ^ e i m m u t e s l a t e , and a r 
r i v e d a t 3 ' l d e n at J , l 3 a„ m , t n r e e minutes a f t e r i t s 
s ched i i l e a a f i f a r l m g C H I P , A mi-ddle o r d e r was r e c e i v e d 
at t h i s p o m t , t o = e t h e i « t n a b l o c k r e s t r i c t i o n s c a r d 
showing t r e t t h e ^ ! , were no r e s t r i c t i o n s a f t e r t h e 
a r r i v a l c i t r a m Nc„ '^9. T r a m No, 6 t hen p u l l e d ahead 
pn the main t r a c k tovu-iTvi t h e eas t pas s i n g - t r a c k s w i t c h , 
s t e p p e d t o awa i t + r e a^uva" 1 o f t r a m No„ 39, and w h i l e 
s t and ing at t h i s porno ^as s t ruck by t h a t t r a m . 
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W e s t bound p a s s e n g e r t r a i n N o . 39 c o n s i s t e d o f 
t h r e e e x p r e s s c a r s , one Trail c a r , one c o m b i n a t i o n c a r , 
one c h a i r c a r , one d i n i n g c a r , and t w o Pu l lman s l e e p i n g 
c a r s , h a u l e d by e n g i n e 9 5 0 , and was in c h a r g e o f Con
d u c t o r Curwm and Engineman B o y l e . The second c a r was 
o f wooden c o n s t r u c t i o n , t h e f i r s t and t h i r d o f s t e e l -
under frame c o n s t r u c t i o n , and t h e o t h e r s o f a l l - s t e e l 
cons t r u c t i o n . A t P h i l l i p s'curg t h e c r e w r e c e i v e d a copy 
o f t r a i n o r d e r No . 4 , p r e v i o u s l y r e f e r r e d t o , d e p a r t e d 
f rom tha t p o i n t at 2 .25 a, m. on t i m e , r e d u c e d speed 
approach ing S e l d e n , p a s s e d t h e s w i t c h at which i t should 
h a v e headed m cn t h e p a s s i n g t r a c k , and c o l l i d e d wi th 
t r a m No , 6 w h i l e t r a v e l i n g at a speed e s t i m a t e d t o 
h a v e been 10 m i l e s an hour . 

Both e n g i n e s were s l i g h t l y damaged, but remained 
u p r i g h t , w i t h o n l y one p a i r o f w n e e l s under e n g i n e S50 
d e r a i l e d . Tne second c a r i n t r a i n No, 39 was c iemol i sh
e d , w h i l e s e v e r a l c ? r s i n bo th t r a i n s were s l i g h t l y 
damaged. The employee k i l l e d was t h e f i r e m a n of t r a m 
N o , 6. 

Summary of E v i d e n c e , 

Engineman B o y l e , of t r a m N o . 39 , s a i d t h e fog 
was so t h i n k approaching S e l d e n as t o i n t e r f e r e v e r y 
m a t e r i a l l y w i t h h i s v i e w , t h a t he was unab le t o see 
r o a d c r o s s i n g s and f r e q u e n t l y scunued t h e w n i s t l e as 
an a l a rm , and h e s a i d ne was o p e r a t i n g h i s t r a m by 
h i s wa tch . At 4.40 a.m. he sounded t h e s t a t i o n w h i s t l e 
f o r S e l d e n and t h e n sounded t h e mee t ing p o i n t w h i s t l e 
s i g n a l , shut o f f steam and made an a p p l i c a t i o n of t h e 
a i r b r a k e s . W h i l e running at a speed of about 25 m i l e s 
an hour h i s e n g i n e p a s s e d t n e s w i t c h at which h i s t r a m 
shou ld have e n t e r e d t h e p a s s i n g t r a c k , and he s a i d he 
at once a p p l i e d t h e a i r braices m emergency. Soon 
a f t e r w a r d s he saw t h e h e a d l i g h t on t h e e n g i n e o f t r a m 
No . 6 and sounded a baok-up s i g n a l . Engineman B o y l e 
s a i d t n e 3,ir b r akes on h i s t r a m were o p e r a t i n g p r o p e r 
l y and t h a t t h e r e were no d e f e c t s which c o u l d nave c o n 
t r i b u t e d t o t h e a c c i d e n t which , he s a i d , was due t o h i s 
D e m g l o s t i n t h e f o g . He f u r t h e r s t a t e d t ha t t h e 
i n s t r u c t i o n s were t h a t each c rew would open t h e swi t ch 
i t i n t e n d e d t o u s e , and t h a t h e would no t have t h e 
r i g h t t o a n t i c i p a t e f i n d i n g a s w i t c h open m r e a d i n e s s 
f o r h i s t r a i n t o e n t e r a p a s s i n g t r a c k . H i s s t a t emen t s 
c o n c e r n i n g t h e o p e r a t i o n o f h i s t r a i n were p r a c t i c a l l y 
c o r r o b o r a t e d by t n o s e o f F i reman Cope l and , 
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Enj ineman Ryan, of t r a i n N o . 6 , said, he d i d not 
s e e t h e h e a d l i g h t on t h e e n g i n e o f t r a i n No . 39 u n t i l 
a f t e r i t had p a s s e d t h e s w i t c h , and t h a t he t h e n t r i e d 
t o back h i s t r a i n out o f t h e way. He e s t i m a t e d t h e 
r ange o f v i s i o n at S e l d e n t o h a v e been about 150 f e e t , 
and s a i d t h a t w h i l e h i e t r a i n was en r o u t e t o S e l d e n , 
he had at t i m e s had some d i f f i c u l t y m d e t e r m i n i n g h i s 
l o c a t i o n . Conductor Leyden e s t i m a t e d t h a t h i s t r a i n 
had been s t a n d i n g about one minute when i t was s t ruck 
by t r a m N o . 3Q. 

C o n c l u s i o n s . 

T h i s a c c i d e n t was caused by t h e f a i l u r e of E n g i n e -
man B o y l e , o f t r a i n No , 39 , p r o p e r l y t o obey a t r a m 
oru.er e s t a b l i s h i n g a mee t ing p o i n t . 

Engineman B o y l e shou ld have so o p e r a t e d h i s t r a m 
as t o be a b l e t o s t o p and head m a t t h e eas t p a s s i n g -
t r a c k swi t ch at S e l d e n . He oecame l o s t m t h e f o g , 
h o w e v e r , and i n s t e a d o f so r e d u c i n g t h e speed o f h i s 
t r a m as t o make sure of o p e r a t i n g i t i n s a f e t y , h e 
p r o c e e d e d wi thou t knowing d e f i n i t e l y h i s l o c a t i o n , t h e 
r e s u l t b e i n g t h a t when h i s e n g i n e r e a c h e d t h e s w i t c h , 
t h e speed was t o o g r e a t t o e n a b l e him t o s top m t i m e 
t o a v e r t t h e a c c i d e n t , 

Engmeman B o y l e was employed as an eng ine w ipe r 
m 1874 and had been an engineman s i n c e 1880. None 
of t h e e m p l o y e e s i n v o l v e d had been on duty m v i o l a t i o n 
o f any o f t h e p r o v i s i o n s o f t h e hou r s of s e r v i c e l a w . 

R e s p e c t f u l l y s u b m i t t e d , 

I . P . BORLAND 

D i r e c t o r . 


